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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1944-45. 


Chairman  - - Councillor  E.  E.  Ashton. 

Deputy  Chairman  - - Councillor  Arthur  Charmley. 


Members  : 


Alderman  F.  D.  Price. 
Alderman  Charles  Sconce. 
Councillor  T.  M.  Hooson. 
Councillor  S.  Jane  Dunne. 
Councillor  David  R.  Owen, 
Councillor  T.  D.  Gilbride. 


Councillor  F.  Rose. 
Councillor  J.  Edmund  Owen. 
Councillor  M.  Eleanor  Cryek. 
Councillor  G.  B.  Jackson. 
Councillor  R.  Davies. 
Councillor  J.  T.  Dunne. 


The  Mayor  (Alderman  W.  Matthews  Jones)  is  an  ex-oflScio  memher 
of  all  Committees  of  the  Council. 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  J.  W.  Lobban,  M.A.,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer,  Medical  Superin-  D.P.  H. 
tendent.  Corporation  Hospitals, 
and  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  H.  E.  C.  Sutton,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Ivv  F.  Fallon,  M.R.C.S., 

L. R.C.P.  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Food  In- *tS.  H.  Moore,  F.S.I.A.,  F.R.S.i 
spector.  Factory  Acts  Supervision, 
etc. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Food  *tW.  B.  Calder,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S  I. 
Inspector,  etc. 

District  Additional  Sanitary  Insp.*tW.  H.  Wilkinson,  Cert  S. l.B. 

M. S.I.A. 

Housing  Inspector  *M.  G.  H.  Tresidder,  C.R.S.  I 

Assistant  District  Inspector  H.  J.  Hewitt,  M.S.I.A. 

Public  Abattoir  Superintendent  and 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  *J.  H.  Withington,  M.S.I.A 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  JMiss  M.  H.  Beattie,  S.R.N. 
Assistant  Inspector  of  Midwives.  H.V.C. 

Health  Visitors  +Mrs.  A.  E.  Austin,  S.R.N. 

JMiss  Z.  K.  Wilkins,  S.R.N., 
H.V.C. 

JMiss  M.  A.  Owen,  S.R.N., 
H.V.C. 

t.Mrs.  M.  T.  SlatiT,  S.R.N. 

H.V.C. 

JMiss  M.  E.  G.  Crawford,  S.R.N. 
H.V.C. 


Chief  Clerk  

Temporary  .Assistant  Cl('rk  and 
Shorthand  Typist  

Temporary  .Assistant  Clerk  and 
Shorthand  Typist  

Temporary  Assistant  Clerk  (Part 
time,  School  Medical)  

Temporary  .Assistant  Clerk  (Part 
Time  .School  Medical)  

Matron,  Tsolation  Ho.spital  


F.  Thomas. 

Miss  A.  Turner. 

Miss  P.  Harding. 

\V.  J.  O.  Lewis. 

M iss  M.  Ruscoe. 

Miss  L.  Taylor,  S.R.N. 


CITY  HOSPITAL. 


Consulting  Surgeons  

Consulting  Physician  

Consulting  Gynaecologist  

Consulting  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Surgeon 

Consulting  Radiologist  

Consulting  Radiologist  

Consulting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  ... 
Consulting  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  ... 

Consulting  Dental  Surgeon  

Acting  Deputy  Medical 

Superintendent 

M atron  

Steward  

Almoner  


J.  N.  Adam,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

F.  R.C.S.E. 

A.  W.  Holgate,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

A.  B.  Paul,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

J.  G.  Wigley,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 
F.R.C.S. 

A.  W.  McCay,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
F.R.C.S.E. 

D.  Bruce  Faulds,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.M.R.E. 

R.  F.  Innes,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.M.R.E. 

G.  T.  Partridge,  M.A.,  M.B., 
B.Ch.,  t-.R.C.S. 

E.  F.  Wilson,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 
B.A.O. 

N.  A.  James,  L.D.S. 


H.  .A.  Freeman,  M.R.C.S. 
L.R.C.P. 

Miss  Moss. 

E.  Bennion. 

Miss  Hyde. 


+ Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  Meat  and  Food  Inspection, 
* Certificate,  Liverpool  University,  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

J Certificate,  Central  Midwives  Board. 


The  following  members  of  the  Public  Health  staff  were  still 
serving  with  H.M,  Forces  at  the  end  of  1945.  ' 

District  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — 

G.  E.  Jarvis:  Lieutenant,  R.E. 

A ssistant  Clerks — 

R.  W.  Hudson:  C.S.M.,  R.A.M.C. 

C.  Stoddard:  S/Serg-eant,  R..A.M.C. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  upon  the  health  of  the 
City  in  1945.  It  is  regretted  that  in  1945  the  infant  death  rate  is  again 
higher  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales.  This  was  the  subject 
of  a special  report  to  you  early  in  1946  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  recommen- 
dations which  you  approved  will  have  the  desired  result.  Apart  from 
this  the  statistics  are  satisfactory.  Once  again  there  has  been  no  death 
from  diphtheria  and  infectious  disease  cases  have  been  fewer.  The 
work  of  the  City  Hospital  continues  to  increase,  particularly  on  the 
surgical  .side. 

I am  pleased  to  welcome  two  members  of  the  staff  who 
returned  to  duty  in  the  autumn  having  been  in  H.  M.  Forces — Major 
H.  E.  C.  Sutton,  R.A.M.C.,  the  Deputy  Me,dical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Captain  W.  H.  Wilkinson,  R.A.,  District  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I continue  tO'  receive  every  encouragement  from  you  all  as 
members  of  the  Committee,  the  loyal  support  of  ,an  interested  staff  and 
the  helpful  co-operation  of  my  brother  officials. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  W.  LOB  BAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres  4>i42 

Population  (Registrar  General)  44,430 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1945  11)693 

Rateable  Value  _;^405,747 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  , ;iCi)635 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  Year  1945. 


Live  Births 

Total 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

675 

353 

322 

Illegitimate 

132 

59 

73 

Totals 

807 

412 

395 

Biirth  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 


18. 1 


Still  Births 


Deaths 
(All  causes) 


23 


1 1 


604  322 


Rate  per  1,000 
itotal  live  and 
still  births. 

12  27.7 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

282  13.5 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  Infants  

(Rate  per  1,000  live  births — 79.3) 

Legitimate  Infants  — r. 

(Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births — 74-o) 

Illegitimate  Infants  

(Rate  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births — 106) 


64 


50 


14 


Deaths  from  Certain  Causes. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  ^ 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births) — 1.2) 

(Jther  Puerperal  Causes  ; ^ 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  2.4) 

All  Puerperal  Causes  ■_ ; 3 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  3-6) 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .• 

(Rate  per  1,000  population — 0.45) 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  5 

(Rale  per  1,000  Population — o.ii) 

••••••  78 

(Rate  per  1,000  Population — 1.7) 


Cancer 


BIRTH  RATE. 

The  Birth  Rate  per  i,ooo  population  was  i8.i  a decrease  of  0.7 


from  1944. 

Comparative  figures  are  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales  — 16.  i 

Great  Towns  19.  i 

Smaller  Towns  (population  25,000 — 50,000]  19.2 

CHESTER  , 18. 1 


Still  Births  allocated  to  the  City  numbered  23  giving  a rate  of 
27.7  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  This  figure  compares  with 
31.6  in  1944. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 


England  and  Wales  0.46 

Great  Towns  0.58 

Smaller  Towns  (population  25,000 — 50,000)  0.53 

CHESTER  0.51 

Infa^nt  Mortality. 


There  were  64  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  giving  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  79.3  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  56  deaths  in 


1944  and  a rate  of  67.8. 

Comparative  figures  are  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales  46 

Great  Towns  54 

Smaller  Towns  (population  25,000 — 50,000)  43 

CHESTER  7Q.^ 


The  actual  cause  of  death  in  these  64  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


Pneumonia  13 

Diarrhoea  5 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  i 

Prematurity  ig 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries  and 

Infantile  Disease  20 

Other  Violent  Causes  5 

Non  respiratory  tuberculosis  i 


1 he  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  much  higher  than  it  should  be  in  this 
City.  It  was  the  subject  of  a special  report  to  the  City  Council  following 
the  publication  of  the  annual  report  for  1944.  In  1945  as  will  be  seen 
the  chief  causes  of  infant  mortality  were  prematurity — 19,  Congenital 
malformations,  inlantile  disease  and  birth  injury — 20,  pneumonia — 13, 
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Compared  with  1944  there  has  been  an  increase  in  deaths  from 
prematurity  and  congenital  malformations,  etc.  and  a decrease  in  the 
respiratory  deaths. 

l.)iscussions  on  the  establishment  of  a paed'atric  service  for  the 
area  were  to  take  place  in  1946  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  succeeding 
years  with  improvement  in  housing  conditions  and  the  services  of  a 
skilled  paediatrician  a reduction  in  this  high  infant  mortality  will  be 
effected. 


GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. 

There  were  604  deaths  in  Chester  cesidents  giving  a death  rate 
of  13.5  per  1,000  population.  This  compares  with  the  following  : — 

England  and  Wales  11.4 

Great  Towns  13.5 

Smaller  Towns  12.3 

CHESTER  13.5  - 

318  of  these  deaths  or  52.6  per  cent  occured  in  the  age  group 
65  years  and  over. 

Heart  disease  accounted  for  176  deaths  and  other  circulatory 
conditions  for  21. 

Bronchitis  was  the  cause  of  death  in  17  cases.  Pneumonia  in 
25  cases  and  other  respiratory  conditions  in  5 cases. 

Cancer  accounted  for  78  deaths  of  which  39  were  in  the  age  group 
65  years  and  over. 

'I'here  were  20  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  5 deaths 
from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 


The  following  deaths  occurred  in  infectious  diseases  ; — 

Influenza — i,  measles — 2,  acute  infectious  encephalitis — 2. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  typhoid  feveC)  cerebrospinal  fever, 
scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough  or  diphtheria. 
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1 At  all  1 

Cause  o£  Death. 
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1 

aKOS  j 

0—1 
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1 
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!•' 
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INI 
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3.  Scarlet  Fever  
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— 
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— 
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— 

*— 
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5.  Diphtheria  

:m 

p* 
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6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
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14 

— 

— 

System  

F 

6 

— 

— 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

M 

2 

— 
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3 
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F 1 
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— 
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1 1 
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10.  Measles  
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2 1 
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11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  
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12.  Acute  infective  encephalitis  
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1 
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1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Apart  from  an  epidemic  of  measles  there  has  been  nothing  of 
interest  to  report  ia  infectious  diseases  during  the  year.  'I'here  were 
two  deaths  in  the  623  cases  of  measles  notified  but  no  deaths  from 
diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  whoof  .iig  cough  or  cerebrospinal  fever. 

The  following  table  gives  comparative  figures  for  England  and 
Wales,  etc  : — 


I^otifications 

England 
and  Wales 

Great 

Towns 

Kates  per  i.ooo 

Smallrr 

Towns 

Population) 

Chester 

Typhoid  Fever  

O.OI 

0.01 

0.00 

Paiatyphoid  Fever  

0.00 

O.OI 

0.00 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  

0.05 

0.05 

0.05 

0.15 

Scarlet  Fever  

2.02 

2.03 

1.8 

Whooping  Cough  

1.64 

1.65 

1.47 

1. 19 

Diphtheria  

0.52 

0.56 

0.65 

Erysipelas  

0.25 

0.28 

0.24 

0.13 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

10.89 

II. 19 

14.02 

Pneumonia  

0.871 

1.03 

0.72 

1 .21 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  distribution  of  the  notifiable 
diseases  in  1945. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945. 
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HOSPITALS. 


The  Hospitals  serving  the  area  are  as  follows  : — 


Name.  Situation.  Purpoie, 

Chester  Royal  City  General 

Infirmary 

City  Hospital  ...  City  General 

Cheshire  Joint  Market  Drayton  Pulmonary 

Sanatorium  Tuberculosis 

Robert  Jones  and  Gobowen  ...  Non-Fulinonary 
Agnes  Hunt  Ortho-  Tuberculosis 

paedic  Hospital  and  other 

crippling  con- 
ditions 

Isolation  Hospital  ...  i mile  from  Infectious 

centre  of  City  Diseases 

Smallpox  Hospital ...  „ ,,  Smallpox 

Cheshire  Joint  Board  Holmes  Chapel  Mental 
for  Mentally  Defective  Defectives 

Liverpool  Sanatorium  Delainere  ...  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 


Pro- 
portion 
No.  of  used  by 

Available  City 

Beds.  Residents.  Management. 

225  i Voluntary 

Agency 

248  j Local 

Authority 

250  s's  Joint 

Committee 

300  Voluntary 

Agency 


68  y Local 

Authority 
10  — Local 

Authority 
318  tV  Joint  Board 

175  tV  Voluntary- 

Agency 


IS 


'I'he  location  and  amount  of  bed  accommodation  for  various 
conditions  is  given  where  possible  in  the  following  table  : — 


- - - 

Chester 

Royal 

Infirmary. 

City  ! 

Hospital. 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Chester. 

Cheshire  j 

Joint  ! 

Sanatorium. 

Liverpool 

Sanatorium  ' 

Delamcre 

Cheshire 

Joint  Board  , 

for  the 

Mentally 

Defective  1 

Robert  Jonesj 

and 

Agnes  Hunt  , 

Orthopaedic  1 
Hospital. 

General  Medical  ...  M 

16 

16 

_ 

_ 
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16 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General  Surgical  ...  M 
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— 
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- ■ ■ 
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Other  ... 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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• Beds  used  by  Chester  County  Borough.  f Beds  given  as  required. 
X Extra  Beds  provided  if  necessary. 


CITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  Hospital  was  approved  as  a part  one  Training  School  for 
Midwives  as  from  ist  July,  1945.  The  training  .school  for  general 
training  was  approve<l  for  a further  two  years  as  from  24th  September, 
1945.  During  the  year  our  first  two  finalists  successfully  finished  their 
training  and  became  state  registered  nurses.  The  work  of  the  hospital 
has  shown  a stea<ly  increase  particularly  in  surgical  ca.ses  as  will  be  seen 
in  the  statistical  section  of  this  report. 
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Staffing-,  nursing  and  domestic,  continue  to  present  serious  prob- 
lems particularly  the  domestic  problem.  The  midwifery  nursing  stafl' 
reflects  the  national  shortage  of  midwives  and  the  hospital  has  been 
fortunate  in  maintaining  the  number  of  confinements  and  not  reducing 
the  number  of  admissions  of  confinements.  The  training  school  for 
midwives  for  the  first  part  of  their  training  while  presenting  problems 
of  teaching  no  doubt  assists  the  staffing  situation. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  there  were  only  two  maternal  deaths 
among  the  743  women  confined  in  hospital.  The  visiting  medical  and 
surgical  staff  have  co-operated  most  willingly  in  lecturing  the  nurses  in 
the  various  classes  in  preparation  for  the  final  state  examination. 

The  visiting  obstetrician — Mr.  J.  Gardiner  Wigley  gives  the 
majority  of  the  lectures  to  the  pupil  midwives. 


The  following  statistics 

show 

the  work 

done  in 

the  hospital  in 

1945  : — 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Admissions  2469 

2628 

2843 

3203 

338S 

3585 

Births  408 

494 

501 

622 

770 

743 

Discharges  2042 

2341 

2520 

2794 

3061 

3208 

Surgical 

Operations  415 

545 

588 

565 

694 

946 

Number  of  Admissions  

(■944) 

{3388) 

1945 

3585 

Number  of  Women  confined  ir 

1 hospital  

(755) 

743 

Number  of  live  births  

(729) 

712 

Number  of  still  births  

(41) 

31 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  . 

(3) 

2 

Total  number  of  discharges  . 

(3061) 

3208 

Total  number  of  deaths  

(335) 

344 

Duration  of  stay  : — 

(a)  Under  4 weeks  

(2923) 

3009 

(b)  4-13  weeks  

(374) 

349 

(c)  13  weeks  and  over  . 

(91) 

26 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied  : — 

(‘0  ■ 240—20/1/45 

(b)  lowest  — 29/12/45 

C Iieshirc  County  Council  cases  admitted  during  1945  numbered 
676  of  whom  344  were  maternity  cases. 
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69  maternity  cases  were  admitted  from  the  County  of  Merioneth. 


<ite  Natnl  Clinic. 

No-  of  Patients. 

Attendances. 

City  expectant  mothers  

456 

2602 

Cheshire  County  expectant  mothers  

356 

1861 

Flintshire  County  expectant  mothers  .... 

48 

234 

Other  

I 

I 

Total  .. 

861 

4698 

Of  the  total  of  861  patients — 177  had  attended  for  the  first  time 


in  1944. 

Post  Natal  Clinic. 

City  Cases  79 

Cheshire  County  Cases  71 

Flintshire  County  Cases  20 


Total  ...  170 


Number  of  Attendances  186 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  year  under  review  was  comparatively  quiet  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  There  were  25  patients  in  the  hospital  on  ist  January,  1945, 
and  389  were  admitted  during  the  year  giving  a total  of  414. 

The  distribution  of  admissions  were  as  follows. 

(1944)  1945 

City  Cases  , (204)  197 

From  other  areas  •(2'3i)  192 

Total  ...  (435)  389 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  1945  and  in  hospital  on 
January  ist,  1946  was  33. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  arlmittcd  rluring  the  year  continued  to 
be  of  the  mild  type  encountered  in  previous  years.  Complications  were 
comparitively  few  and  of  a mild  nature.  City  Cases  numbered  76  while 
those  from  other  areas  numbered  60  giving  a total  of  136. 


There  were  no  deaths. 
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Diphiherla. 

'I'here  were  29  cases  of  diphtheria  treated  during  the  year--2i 
City  cases  and  8 from  other  areas.  This  figure  compares  with  in 
1944.  The  cases  were  comparatively  mild  hi  the  main  with  few 
complications. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  again  there  were  no  deaths  from 
diphtheria.  This  is  the  second  year  in  succession  that  there  has  been 
no  death  from  diphtheria. 

41  cases  of  tonsillitis  were  admitted  and  treated.  It  is  encourag- 
ing to  find  that  cases  of  tonsillitis  are  entering  hospital  as  the  risk  of 
a true  case  of  diphtheria  being  missed  outside  is  minimised.  One  case 
of  Vincent’s  angina  was  admitted. 

Cubicle  Isolation  Ward. 

This  ward  was  invaluable  in  the  treatment  of  mixed  infections 
and  in  the  variety  of  infections  treated. 

Admissions  of  diseases  other  than  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever 
were  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  fever  and  measles  5 

Scarlet  fever  and  pneumonia  i 

Scarlet  fever  and  scabies  i 

Measles  80 

Whooping  cough  4 

Measles  with  complications  6 

Rubella  , 9 

Rubella  and  Chicken  Pox  i 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  7 

Cerebral  Abscess  2 

Staphylococcal  Meningitis  i 

Sub-Arachnoid  Haemorrhage  i 

Gastro  Enteritis  2 

Tubercular  Meningitis  , 2 

Chicken  Pox  , 4 

Mumps  22 

Sonne  Dysentery  i 

Erysipelas  , 2 

Impetigo  • 2 

Scabies  2 

Influenza  3 

Herpes  Zoster  2 

Other  Miscellaneous  Conditions  20 
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DETAILS  OF  ADMISSIONS. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

JS 

1-3 

0 " 
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litis. 1 

Erys- 
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It 
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Chester 
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21 

36 

2 

23 

2 

2 

4 

5 

... 

I 

22 

197 

Hoole 

14 

... 

• •• 

• •• 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

18 

Tarvin 

15 

2 

13 

... 

2 

. . . 

2 

... 

I 

3 

38 

Wirral 

28 

• . • 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

31 

Hawarden  ... 

... 

• •• 

... 

• •• 

... 

I 

... 

... 

4 

5 

Royal  Navy  i 

I 

34 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

36 

Army 

3 

3 

I 

5 

5 

2 

... 

... 

12 

6 

37 

R.A.F. 

1 

2 

2 

0 

7 

... 

... 

... 

9 

... 

24 

Other 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

Total 

143 

29 

86 

10 

41 

2 

4 

7 

5 

22 

I 

39 

389 

The  number  of  patients  discharg-ed  during  the  year  was  375 
and  the  number  of  deaths  was  6,  details  of  the  latter  are  as  follows : — 


City.  Other.  Total. 

Cerebral  Abscess  i — i 

Measles  and  Bronchial  Pneumonia  i — i 

Tubercular  Meningitis  .••••••  2 — 2 

Multiple  Cerebral  Abscesses  — i i 

Staphylococcal  Meningitis  — i i 

Totals  426 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

There  is  a joint  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  School 
Clinic  situated  at  Princess  Street.  The  accommodation  available  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  purposes  is  a waiting  room,  weighing 
room  and  consulting  room.  There  are  two  meetings  per  week,  Monday 
anjd  Thursday  afternoons.  The  building  at  Princess  Street  is  inadequate 
for  all  the  services  functioning  there  and  alternative  premises  are 
necessary  if  the  work  of  the  Department  is  to  be  maintained  in  an 
efficient  manner.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  ensuing  year  an  exchange  may 
be  effected  with  a neighbouring  club  to  the  benefit  of  both  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Services  and  the  School  Medical  and  Dental 
Services.  The  ultimate  planning  of  a modern  Health  Centre  will  depend 
upon  the  proposed  Health  Centres  in  any  National  Health  Service 
and  the  integration  of  the  work  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
School  Medical  work  and  the  general  practitioner  service.  An  a,dditional 
clinic  is  held  weekly  in  the  Sallney  District  on  Tuesday  afternoons  in 
the  Church  Hall  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

At  these  clinics  babies  and  toddlers,  up  to  the  age  of  five  years 
are  weighed  regularly  and  records  oP  progress  kei)t.  Mothers  wishing 
to  consult  the  Medical  Officer  can  do  so-  and'  advantage  is  taken  of  this 
as  can  be  seen  by  the  record  of  attendances  at  these  clinics 
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Mothers  whose  husbands’  incomes  come  within  the  National 
Health  Insurance  limits  can  obtain  artificial  foods  for  their  infants 
at  cost  price  when  such  foods  are  recommended  by'  the  Medical  Officer- 
It  is  encouraging-  to  find  soi  many  young  mothers  so  anxious  to  obtain 
advice  us  to  the  rearing  of  their  babies.  Keen  interest  is  taken  in  the 
scheme  for  Immunisation  against  (diphtheria. 

Members  of  a Voluntary  Committee,  the  Chester  Infant  Welfare 
Committee  attend  these  clinics  and  provide  tea  for  the  mothers. 
Garments  for  necessitous  children  are  also  made  and  distributed.  The 
services  of  these  willing  workers  is  much  appreciated. 

PRINCESS  STREET  CLINIC. 

The  following  attendances  were  made  during  the  year : — 


(a)  By  children  under  i year  of  age  4625 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and 

five  years  1102 

(c)  By  mothers  5568 

Consultations  with  the  Medical  Officer  : — ■ 

(a)  First  visits  of  children  under  i year  385 

(b)  Subsequent  visits  757 

(c)  Children  (1-5  years)  first  visits  85 

(d)  Subsequent  visits  , 406 

(e)  Mothers  69 


SALTNEY  CLINIC. 

The  following  attendances  were  made  during  the  year : — 


(a)  By  children  under  i year  of  age  974 

(b)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and 

five  years  ,. 619 

(c)  By  mothers  1230 

Consultations  with  the  Medical  Officer : — 

(a)  First  visits  of  children  under  i year  66 

(b)  Subsequent  visits  312 

(c)  Children  (1-5  years)  first  visits  16 

(d)  Subsequent  visits  249 

(e)  Mothers  (consultations)  25 


ANTE  NATAL  CLINIC. 

An  ante  natal  clinic  is  held  weekly  on  Wednesday  afternoons  and 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare]  Officer  is  in  charge- 

Every  encouragement  is  given  to  the  Municipal  Midwives  to 
accompany  their  patients  to  the  clinic.  The  Mi,dwifc  booked  for  the 
case  is  written  to  if  not  present. 

During  the  year,  i98^mothers  have  been  seen  by  the  Med'cal 
Officer  and  these  mothers  have  made  406  attendances. 

An  ante  natal  clinic  is  also  held  at  the  City  Hospital  in  connection 
with  the  Maternity  Department  of  the  Hospital  and  details  of  its  work 
will  be  found  in  the  City  Hospital  section  of  the  report.. 
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MUNICIPAL  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

There  are  six  Municipal  Midwives  employed  by  the  Corporation. 
During-  the  year  they  attended  262  cases  as  midwives  and  32  cases  as 
maternity  nurses.  They  paid  5670  daily  nursing;  visits  and  1559  ante 
natal  visits.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  Acts  the  Local 
Authority  paid  the  whole  or  part  of  the  doctors’  fee  when  called  by  the 
midwife  in  an  emergency  in  26  cases. 

18  notifications  of  artificial  feeding-  were  received  during  the  year. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS- 


Total  number  of  births  notified  1382 

Cases  attended  and  delivered  by  doctors  40 

Cases  attended  in  Nursing  Homes  346 

Cases  attended  and  delivered  by  midwives  262 

Cases  attended  in  Hospitals  734 

Number  of  Still  Births  46 


Of  the  262  births  attended  by  midwives,  in  63  cases  some 
condition  arose  requiring,  the  summoning  of  medical  aid  either  for  the 
mother  or  infant.  There  is  a decrease  of  13  from  last  year. 


The  reasons  for  requiring  help  were  as  follows : — 

Feebleness  of  child  .••••••• 3 

Prolonged  labour  or  malpresentation  8 

Complications  before  labour  7 

Complications  during  labour  3 

Complications  after  labour  •••.•••.. 6 

Rise  of  temperature  i 

Discharge  from  the  eyes  4 

Lacerated  perinaeum  i8 

Abortion  4 

Prematurity  3 

Abnormality  of  child  6 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified  during  the  year. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  AND 

CHILDREN. 

The  accommodation  in  the  Maternity  Department  of  the  City 
Hospital  is  more  than  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  City. 

Marasmic  and  ailing  babies  are  admitted  to  the  Children’s 
Department  of  the  City  'Hospital. 

Healthy  children  up  to  three  years  of  age  are  admitted  to  the 
Lache  War  Time  Nursery  by  arrangement  with  the  Public  Assistance 
Department.  Healthy  children  over  three  years  of  age  are  admitted  to 
the  Children’s  Home,  Wrexham  Road  which  is  a,dministered  by  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee. 
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INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  (CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG 

PERSONS  ACT,  1932). 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

The  register  is  kept  in  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor  makes  the  ^necessary  visits.  The  number 
of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  12. 

NURSING  HOMES. 

The  number  of  Nursing  Homes  registered  at  the  end  of  1945 

was  3. 

None  were  registere,d  during  the  year  and  the  total  number  of 
beds  available  was  17.  Of  these,  9 were  allocated  as  Maternity  beds 
and  the  remainder  were  in  use  for  general  cases. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  number  of  Health  Visitors  is  six.  Each  Health  Visitor  also 
acts'  as  School  Nurse  and  is  responsible  for  all  Health  Visiting  and 
School  work  in  her  own  area.  The  following  are  details  of  the  visiting 
work  done  by  the  Health  Visitors  (excluding  School  Nursing  work). 

Primary  Birth  visits  808 

Return  visits  , , 5048 

Visits  to  children  (1-5  years)  11246 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers  , 661 

Other  visits  ^453 

Visits  to  midwives  20 

The  visits  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  shown  elsewhere  in  the 

report. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

All  dental  treatment  for  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  patients 
is  now  carried  out  by  the  School  Dental  Surgeon  and  one  session  per 
week  is  devoted  to  this  treatment  and  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  A.  James, 
School  Dental  Surgeon  for  the  following  report. 

During  1945  there  were  191  inspections  and  treatments  with  380 
extractions  ; 52  general  anaesthetics ; i local  anaesthetic ; 38  fillings ; 
23  sealings  and  gum  treatments ; 9 sets  of  dentures  were  supplied  and 
there  were  48  visits  for  fittings,  etc. 

The  importance  of  this  work  for  the  expectant  mother  must  not 
be  under  estimated  nor  regarded,  merely  from  the  view  point  of  dental 
treatment,  lli  must  be  considered  as  the  best  form  of  preventive 
treatment.  The  mothers  are  instructed  on  matters  of  diet  and  the  dental 
care  of  the  coming  infant  so  that  a sure  foundation  of  dental  health 
is  ensured.  In  particular,  mothers  are  warned  against  the  effects  of 
thumb  sucking  and  the  use  of  a “dummy”  and  particularly  the  bad 
habit  of  dipping  the  dummy  in  sugar.  (This  habit  coupled  with  that  of 
sweetening  the  drinking  water  will  prevent  the  acquisition  of  a whole- 
some national  appetite) . 
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The  mothers  are  advised  that  when  the  child  begins  to  erupt 
teeth,  any  supplements  to  the  diet,  particularly  the  much  advertised 
malty  and  milky  beverages  should  be  given  at  meal  times  and  not 
between  meals  or  at  bedtime.  The  mouth’s  natural  self  cleansing  action 
will  not  be  hindered  and  the  mouth  will  not  be  cloggc,d  with  a ferment- 
able and  acid  film  in  the  inaccessible  places  which  are  the  common  sites 
for  dental  decay. 

It  is  fully  realised  that  the  present  day  national  dietary  needs 
supplementing,  and  a plea  is  made  for  fewer  liquid  supplements  and 
more  solid  aids  such  as  cheese.  Raw  vegetables  have  a great  cleansing 
action  in  the  mouth  in  addition  to  their  valuable  food,  properties  and 
more  raw  vegetables  should  be  consumed  by  old  and',  young  alike. 


HOME  NURSING. 

There  is  no  scheme  under  the  Local  Authority  but  nursing  in 
the  Home  is  carried  on  by  the  District  Nursing  Association  and  by 
the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Assumption  (Roman  Catholic  Nursing  Sisters 
of  the  Poor) . 

Much  valuable  work  is  done  by  these  two  Voluntary  Organ- 
isations and  their  services  are  much  appreciated. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  situated  at  2,  Kings  Buildings, 
King  Street,  and  is  shared  by  the  County  of  Cheshire  Tuberculosis 
Officer. 

The  City  cases  are  seen  on  Mondays  at  1 1 a.m.,  Thursdays  at 
II  a.m.  and  6 p.m.  and  X-ray  photographs  are  taken  at  the  X-ray 
Department  of  the  City  Hospital.  Artificial  pneumothorax  refills  are 
performed  by  Dr.  G.  S.  Erwin,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Liverpool  Sanatorium,  Delamere,  on  behalf  ol  the  Local  Authority. 

The  City  shares  in  the  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium  at  Market 
Dravton.  Four  male  and  four  female  beds  are  available  there  lor  City 
cases  sulTering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

In  addition  both  male  and  female  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Liverpool  Sanatorium,  Delamere,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  theie 
were  seven  male  and  seven  female  cases  receiving  treatment.  Chester 
has  been  fortunate  in  that  there  has  been  no  long  delay  experienced 
in  sending  patients  to  these  Sanatoria  during  the  year.  It  is  satisfying 
to  Report  that  full  use  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  facilities  is  made 
by  general  practitioners  and  by  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis 
who  wish  to  be  kept  under  observation. 
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Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  mortality  during 
1945  ai-e  given  below. 


Age  Period!. 

NEW 

Respiratory 

CASES. 

Noil-Respiratory. 

DE/l 

Respiratory 

lTHS 

Non-Respiratory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 — 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5—  

I 

0 

2 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—  

6 

17 

I 

3 

0 

0 

0 

I 

25—  

4 

4 

0 

0 

2 

4 

I 

0 

35—  

6 

4 

0 

I 

4 

2 

0 

0 

45—  

5 

I 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

0 

55—  

5 

0 

I 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards... 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

28 

27 

4 

5 

14 

6 

2 

I 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  in  non  notified  cases. 


DISPENSARY  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  Dispensary  register  at 

the  end  of  the  year  was  231 

Number  of  new  cases  examined  133 

Number  of  contacts  examined  , 28 

Number  of  Attendances  at  the  Dispensary  328 

Number  of  Attendances  at  Liverpool  Sanatorium  for 

refills  in  artificial  pneumothorax  753 

Number  of  visits  of  tuberculosis  officer  to  home  ......  21 

Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases  on  the  Register  76 

Number  of  visits  of  nurses  to  tuberculous  persons 
(including  those  under  Tuberculosis  Regulations)  ...  797 

Number  of  X-Ray  examinations  made  339 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Cases  are  seen  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  and  also  at  the  Orthopaedic  After  Care  Clinic.  In-patient 
treatment  is  arranged  for  these)  cases  in  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes 
Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry.  During  the  year  under  review 
seven  Chester  patients  were  treated  in  this  hospital  and  they  spent 
947,  in-patient  days. 

TUBERCULOSIS  MAINTENANCE  ALLOWANCES. 

The  scheme  continues  to  work  smoothly.  Patients  and  relatives 
are  interviewed  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  the  'xllowan.-  c 
determined.  The  allowances  are  paid  by  cheque  by  thei  City  Treasurer. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGUL\l'IONS. 

1925. 

1 here  has  been  no  occasion  to  utilise  these  regulations. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

.A.  Joint  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  lor  Chester,  County 
of  Cheshire  and  County  of  Flintshire. 

The  following-  are  the  sessions  held ; — 

Monday  (5-7  p.m.)  Female. 

Wexlnesday  (5-7  p:m.)  Male. 

Thursday  (5-7  p.m.)  Female. 

Saturday  (12-2  p.m.)  Male. 

The  clinic  is  open  all  day  for  irrigations  and  trained  assistants 
are  in  attendance. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  work  done  in  1945. 


Sypliilit 

Gonorrhoea. 

Condition! 

otlier  than 

Total. 

F 

M 

F 

Ven< 

M 

;rcal. 

F 

M 

F 

Number  of  Cases  at  beginning  of  year 

140 

124 

244 

IJ7 

18 

47 

404 

288 

Number  attending  for  first  time  1945  ... 

28 

49 

78 

35 

74 

123 

180 

207 

Ceased  to  attend  or  transferred  to 
other  centres  

35 

28 

79 

24 

— 

— 

II4 

52 

Discharged  

to 

8 

38 

21 

43 

77 

91 

J06 

Number  under  treatment  at  end  of 

year  ...  

122 

137 

205 

107 

48 

92 

377 

336 

The  following  is  the  number  of  Chester  patients  attending 
during  the  year  for  the  last  five  years : — • 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Syphilis  

15 

16 

21 

15 

13 

Gonorrhea  

39 

36 

37 

26 

33 

Conditions  other  than  Ven- 
ereal   

4 

23 

24 

35 

39 

The  number  of  attendances  ma,de  by  Chester  patients  was  1016. 

REGULATION  33B. 

The  total  number  of  contacts  in  respect  of  whom  Form  1.  was 
received  was  15,  all  female.  Of  these  contacts  four  were  interviewed  by 
the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  were  either  under  treatment 
or  attended  the  clinic  for  examination.  Of  the  remainder,  five  had  left  the 
area  and  their  address  was  not  known  and  in  six  cases  the  information 
as  to  name  and  address  was  insufficient  for  them  to  be  traced. 

In  no  case  was  Form  2.  received. 

LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

Similar  arrangements  to  those  in  1944  were  in  operation  in  1945- 
All  types  of  specimens  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  City  Hospital  and 
Public  Health  Department  together  with  throat  swabs  lor  diphtheria 
bacilli  and  sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli  sent  by  general  practitioners  ai  e 
examined  in  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Royal  Infirmary.  The 
total  number  of  specimens  examined  in  1945  Was  4011. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Watch  Committee  assume,d  the  responsibility  for  the  City 
Ambulance  Service  on  the  disbanding  of  the  Emergency  Committee. 
The  Ambulance  Service  is  administered  by  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. Two  Ambulances,  a Humber  and  a Vauxhall  are  in  use  with  a 
third  in  reserve.  The  latter  is  an  old  Morris  Ambulance  previously  used 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  If  necessary  the  Isolation  Hospital  ambulances 
are  available  in  the  event  of  breakdowns,  overhauls,  etc. 

The  Ambulances  are  housed  in  part  of  Taylor’s  Garage, 
Northgate  Street  with  an  exit  to  Hunter’s  Walk,  and  the  Ambulance 
personnel  are  housed  in  53,  Northgate  Street,  previously  a First  Aid 
Party  Depot.  A twenty-four  hour  service,  seven  days  a week  is  provided 
and  there  are  seven  drivers  (female)  and  seven  attendants  (male) , 
together  with  a mechanic  who  acts  as  spare  driver.  In  addition  to 
accidents  in  the  City  and  cases  of  illness  requiring  removal,  the 
Ambulance  Service  is  responsible  for  road  accidents  in  the  County  of 
Cheshire  (10  miles  radius  from  Chester),'  and  for  road  accidents  in  the 
Countyi  of  Flintshire  (15  miles  radius  from  Chester). 

Also  cases  of  illness  in  adjoining  county  areas  are  moved  on 
request. 

The  following  iare  the  statistics  of  the  work  carried  out  in  1945. 


City  cases  1331 

County  of  Cheshire  cases  520 

County  of  Flintshire  cases  123 

County  of  Denbighshire  cases  8 

Long  Distance  Removals  ....••  55 

Accidents — City  cases  365 

— Cheshire  cases  57 

— Flintshire  cases  16 

— Denbighshire  cases  4 

Total  mileage  run  18932 


CANCER. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Cancer  are  available 
at  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  which  is  equipped  with  radium,  deep 
X-Riiy  Therapy  and  Endo-diathermy. 

Facilities  are  available  for  Chester  patients  by  arrangement  with 
the  Christie  Hospital,  Manchester,  for  special  treatment. 

Discussions  on  tthe  Cancer  Act,  1939,  were  continued  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Interim  Scheme  for  the  City  will  be  in  operation  in  1946, 

BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 

The  care  of  the  Blind  in  Chester  is  delegated  by  the  City  Council 
to  the  Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society.  The  City  Council 
IS  represented  on  the  Management  Committee  and  contributes  a sum 
to  the  administration  expenses  of  the  Society. 

Financial  assistance  is  provided  by  ih#  Citv  Council  to  blind 
persons  and  their  dependants  in  accordance  with 'the  regulations  at 
present  in  force. 
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One  adult  blind  person  (who  is  unemployable)  has  his  income 
aug'mented  lo  ;£.’i  15s.  oil.  per  week  while  a blind  married  couple  have 
their  income  augmented  to  £2  18s.  od.  per  week. 

" Aug-mentation  of  wag-es  to  employable  blind  persons  amounts 
to  per  week. 

Siglited  Dependants  of  blind  persons  receive  various  amounts 
as  specified  in  the  reg’ulations. 

There  were  85  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1945.  5 ad- 
ditional licences  were  issued  for  wireless  sets  fop  blind  people. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  85  visits  to  blind  persons  during  the 

year. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

The  City  of  Chester  is  one  of  the  constituent  bodies  of  the 
Cheshire  Joint  Board  for  the  Mentally  Defective  whose  institution  is 
sited  at  Cranage  Hall.  The  City  share  of  the  accommodation  available 
is  as  follows  : — 

High  Grade  Female  — ...... ......  18 

High  Grade  Male  10 

Lowest  Grade  Female 2 

Lowest  Grade  Male  2 


Total  32 

At  the  end  of  1945  there  were  36  Cityi  cases  in  Cranage  and  one 
on  licence. 

Chester  cases  are  also  accommodated  in  various  other  institut- 
ions awaiting  transfer  to  Cranage  Hall  when  more  accommodation  is 
available. 

Details  are  as  follows : — 

Male.  Female. 


Stoke  Park,  Bristol  o i 

Moss  Side  State  Institution  2 o 

Gillibrand  Hall,  Chorley  ....y.' o i 

St.  Teresa’s,  Lewisham  o i 

Royal  Albert,  Lancaster  i o 

Newtown  and  Llanidloes  2 o 

Brentry  Colony  i o 

Mary  Dendy  Home,  Sandlebridgc  i i 

Rampton  State  Institution  3 i 

VVhittingham  Hall  o i 

Princess  Christian  Farm  Colony  i o 


Totals  1 1 6 

DilTiculty  has  been  experienoed  .during  ihe  year  in  obtaining 
accommodation  for  mental  defectives.  The  problem  of  accommodation 
has  become  acute  as  there  has  been  no  building  carried  out  for  the 
last  seven  (years  and  prior  to  the  war  in  1939  accommodation  was 
limited.  The.  greatest  demand  and  the  greatest  shortage  occurs  in  the 
most  trying  cases,  namely,  the  lowest  grade  of  mental  defective. 
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Age  ill  Years 
31st  Pec  , of 
ihe  corres- 
ponding year. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  Diphtheria  immunisation  campaign  has  been  continued  during 
the  year.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  persons  inocu- 
lated from  1936 — 1945. 

PERSONS  INOCULATED  EACH  YEAR  FROM  1936  - 1945. 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

0 

Total  Inocu- 
lated 31st  Dec . 
>945- 

1253 

1 

72 

41 

25 

31 

30 

105 

320 

221 

184 

230 

2 

68 

29 

38 

22 

5 

80 

202 

ii:; 

80 

102 

3 

34 

12 

10 

12 

4 

70 

184 

63 

37 

37 

4 

20 

10 

18 

... 

... 

21 

20 

54 

32 

29 

5 

232 

77 

60 

58 

157 

74 

308 

88 

174 

118 

Total  inocu- 
lated 

age  5—9  yrs 
31st  Dec  , 1945. 

2537 

t> 

262 

80 

44 

30 

209 

80 

374 

59 

61 

87 

7 

232 

40 

24 

35 

201 

40 

201 

62 

28 

28 

8 

351 

25 

10 

136 

56 

134 

42 

10 

15 

9 

325 

15 

7 

17 

71 

54 

147 

43 

11 

12 

10 

479 

15 

7 

6 

74 

36 

111 

36 

9 

12 

Total  inocu- 
lated 

age  10 — r4  yn. 
3tst  Dec  , 1945 

2873 

11 

209 

10 

... 

2 

45 

17 

22 

89 

30 

9 

2 

12 

165 

5 

... 

48 

82 

21 

6 

3 

13 

28 

... 

... 

... 

16 

9 

54 

29 

2 

0 

14 

10 

... 

... 

3 

... 

20 

28 

5 

2 

15 

and  over 

... 

• 

... 

...  _ 

... 

18 

... 

... 

Total  each 
Year 

2487 

359 

245 

223 

999 

664 

2246 

907 

648 

677 

I 
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CHESTER  ORI'HOPAEDIC  AFTER  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

This  Commiftee  sponsors  a fortnightly  clinic  staffed  by  sisters 
and  nurses  from  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  and  visited  for  consultations  at  regular  intervals  by  Mr.  G.  T. 
Partridge,  F.R.C.S. 

'1  he  following  are  details  of  Chester  patients  in  1945. 


On 

Books 

i/«/45 

Admitted 

during 

1945 

No.  Treated 
during 

1945 

Discharged 

during 

194s 

On  Books 
3l/T»/4S 

Attendances 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare 

Active 

Treat- 

ment 

AppHance 

Sup, 

Under  5 years... 
School  Medical  Ser- 

23 

9 

32 

21 

II 

... 

37 

vice  5 — 16  years  ... 
Voluntary  Ortho- 
paedic Association 

61 

10 

71 

34 

37 

• • • 

. 92 

30 

(16  + years) 
Tuberculosis 

22 

4 

26 

5 

15 

6 

(all  ages)  

21 

... 

21 

4 

15 

2 

98 

Totals 

127 

23 

150 

64 

78 

8 

8 

5 

257 

During  the  year,  3 children  attained  the  age  of  5 and  three 
attained  the  age  of  16.  These  are  included  in  both  age  groups  in  which 
they  were  treated,  therefore  the  correct  total  number  of  patients^ 
treated  is  144. 

In  addition  16  cases  were  examined  by  the  Surgeons  an,d  no 
treatment  was  advi.sed.  This  brings  the  total  number  of  attendances 
to  273. 


WATER. 

The  City  water  supply  is  derived  from  the  River  Dee  and  is 
supplied  by  the  Chester  Waterworks  Company.  The  water  is  filtered 
and  chlorinated  at  the  Company’s  works. 

The  standard  of  purity,  absence  of  bacillus  coli  in  100  c.c.’s 
of  the  water  as  supplied  to  the  consumer  has  been  maintained  during 
the  year. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  supply  including  water 
from  various  filter  bccls  have  been  carried  out  twice  a month.  In 
addition,  chemical  analyses  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst 
every  month,  and  the  following  table  gives  the  results  of  these  analyses. 
The  samples  were  taken  from  the  “Low  Level  Tank  (Pure).’’  This 
contains  the  purified  filtered  water  prior  to  the  chlorine  treatment  on 
passing  to  the  main  tank  for  distribution. 
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V SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following-  is  a classified  statement  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Department  during;  the  year. 


1945- 

Complaints  in  respect  of  nuisance  736 

Visits  in  respect  of  nuisances  1657 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  ^liseases  158 

Rooms  disinfected  for  other  purposes  142 

Investigations  into  infectious  diseases  145 

Tests  applied  to  drains  .••••••• .•••  215 

Ashbins  provided  353 

Inspections  of  Schools  45 

Inspections  of  Canal  Boats  38 

Inspc-ctions  of  Factories  154 

Inspections  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  .......  228 

Inspections  of  Butchers’  Shops  731 

Inspections  of  Fishmong;ers’  Shops  615 

Inspections  of  other  Food  Shops  2555 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  46 

Inspections  of  Offensive  Trade  premises  5 

Inspections  of  Caravans  .••••••  4 

Visits  to  Common  Lodg;ing  Houses  32 

Dwelling's,  In.spections  and  Re-inspections  igoi 

Visits  in  respect  of  Rat  Nuisances  •, 1731 

Visits  to  Licensed  Victuallers’  Premises  87 

V'isits  under  Shops  Act,  1934  , 9 

The  following  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

Intimation  701 

Statutory  5 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

There  were  1731  visits  and  revisits  made  in  respect  of  rodent 
destruction.  In  carrying  out  the  work  we  followed  previous  methods  such 
as  (a)  proofing  of  premises,  (b)  use  of  traps  and  sticky  trays, 
(c)  poison  bait  an,d  (d)  poison  gas. 

The  number  of  vermin  caught  in  this  work  was  843  rats  and  1522 
mice.  These  numbers  represent  the  actual  bodies  recovered  and  it  is 
not  possible  to  estimate  the  numbers  destroyed  by  poi.son  bait  and  gas. 
The  indication  of  the  efficiency  tof  /the  work  is  shown  by  either 
complete  absence  of  or  reduction  in  the  infestations  treated.  We  find 
“sticky  trays’’  superior  to  traps  for  catching  mice  and  in  one  ba,dly  rat 
infested  property  we  had  most  excellent  results.  In  this  instance, 
covering  a period  of  nearly  three  months,  253  rats  were  caught  by  this 
method  and  the  premises  after  proofing  are  now  free  from  the  vermin. 

As  in  previous  years  the  sewers  throughout  the  City  were  treated 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  Of  Hcaltli  and 
the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  poison  bait  used  on  that  occasion  was  Zinc 
Phosphide  with  a prebait  and  bait  ba.se,  consisting  of  biscuit  meal. 
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The  following  tabular  statement  sets  out  the  manholes  treated 
and  the  “poison  takes.” 


SEPTEMBER— OCTOBER,  1945. 


Area. 

At  anholes 

Prebail 

1. 

Prebait 

2-  1 

Poison. 

G. 

53. 

N. 

G. 

s. 

N 

G. 

S. 

N. 

2. 

iiG 

59 

2 

55 

59 

2 

55 

4 

s 

52 

3- 

60 

— 

— 

CO 

— 

— 

60 

— 

— 

— 

4- 

123 

44 

20 

59 

5 

1 1 

107 

— 

4 

66 

5- 

137 

18 

5 

114 

12 

< 1 

1'4 

1 

— 

23 

0. 

If).*; 

87 

1 ! 

67 

86 

9 

70 

16 

13 

7» 

7- 

64 

14 

2 

48 

‘4 

— 

50 

1 

3 

‘4 

8; 

86 

19 

7 

6*) 

1 

6 

68 

1 

20 

7.-ii 

241 

47 

4^3 

1 188 

1 39 

1 524 

23 

30 

249 

G — Good.  S — Small.  N — No  take. 


ESTIMATED  KILL.  (Estimation  made  in  accordance  with  Memo 

Ref.  I/R/3689). 

742  Rats. 

Ninety-seven  (97)  dead  rats  were  recorded  from  the  screen  at 
the  Sewage  Works,  but  as  there  is  a possibility  some  bodies  passed 
out  with  solid  matter,  this  figure  must  be  consi,dered  as  a minimum. 
Eight  (8)  dead  rats  were  actually  seen  in  sewer’s  manholes  following 
the  laying  of  poison  bait. 

The  campaign  covered  5 weeks  and  entailed  a stall'  of  2 Sanitary 
In.spectors,  2 Rodent  Operatives,  /a  )Labourers  ami  1 Motor  Van 
Driver,  and  in  the  course  of  this  worl^  over  3,000  visits  were  made  by 
the  Staff  to  sewer  manholes  throughout  the  City. 

^ Again  we  received  considerable  assistance  from  the  City  Engineer 
and  his  Staff  in  carrying  oiit  the  campaign  and  we  also  appreciate  the 
guidance  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  (Rodent  Department). 

As  in  the  past  we  find  the  efficiency  of]  the  treatment  of  sewers 
is  rellccted  in  the  reduction  of  complaints  of  surface  infestations.  It  is 
our  practice  where  a number  of  premises  in  a restricted  area  are  found 
to  be  infested  to  treat  the  sewers  serving  that  area.  Such  action  has 
invariably  been  most  satisfactory. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


ANALYSES. 


Number  Examined 

No.  Adulterated,  &c. 

n 

A 

■5 

. 

Arlidc. 

B 

- a 

a 

c § 

0 

0 

4 

0 

Ik. 

0 

H 

S 

Milk  

43  1 

36 

79 

5 

II 

16 

Whisky  1 

1 1 

— 

— 

Tea  

— 

3 

3 

— 



- 

Condensed  Milk  

— 

3 

3 







Evaporated  Milk  

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 



Jams  

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 



Marmalade  

— 

2 

2 

— 

^ 

- 

Margarine  

— 

4 

4 

_ 

— 

Sugar  

— 

9 

( 

) 

— 

— 



Lard  

— 

4 

4 

— 



- - 

Butter  

— 

5 

5 







Self-Raising  Flour  

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Fish  Paste  

— 

4 

4 

— 



- 

Meat  Pastes  

— 

3 

3 



- . 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  — 



I 

1 



Soya  Flour  



1 

X 

— 



- 

Semolina  Strawberry  Flavoured  



I 

1 

— 





Pancake  Mixture  

— 

I 

1 

— 





Pudding  Mixture  

— 

i 

I 

— 

— 



Sponge  Mixture  

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

.\Iixed  Spice  

— 

I 

I 

— 

■ 

— 

Ground  Nutmeg  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder  

— 

X 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Golden  Raising  Powder  — 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Vita-Cup  Beverage  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Semolina  Pudding  Powder  

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Table  Dessert  

1 

I 

. 

— 

— 

Coffee  

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Flavour  Spread  Powder  

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Black  Pepper  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Wine  Essence  (Ginger)  

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Stomach  Tablets  

— 

I 

X 

— 

— 

— 

Raspberry  Flavouring  Essence  

— 

X 

1 

— 

— 

— 

N’anilla  Flavouring  Essence  

— 

I 

I 

— 

Lemon  Flavouring  Essence  

— 

I 

X 

— 

— 

Sweetening  Tablets  

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Glycerine  

— 

1 

I 

Aspirin  Tablets  

— 

2 

'J 

— — 

Raspberry  Vinegar  and  Olive  Oil  

— 

I 

1 

' 

Chest  and  Lung  Mixture  

Rheumatic  Pills  

1 

I 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

J jniper  Backache  Pills  

1 

1 

' 

Malted  Milk  Tablets  

I 

I 

Totals  

1 45 

>15 

160 

5 

12 

1 »7 
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MILK — 1945. 

Total  samples  analysed,  79. 


Number  certified  to  be  “not  genuine,’’  16  or  20.2  per  cent. 


Average  quality  of  79  samples: — Fat,  3.34  per  cent.  Solids  not 
fat,  8.43  per  cent. 

Total  samples  below  standard;  for  fat,  10  or  12.65  cent. 
Total  samples  below  standard  for  solids  not  fat,  24  or  30.37  per 

cent. 


Of  these,  13  were  certified  to  contain  Extraneous  water  and  ii 
certified  to  be  “genuine’’  on  application  of  Freezing  Point  Test 
(Hortvet) . 

Seasonal  variations  in  quality : — 


No.  of 

Solids  not  fat 

Standard. 

Samples 

Fat  3% 

06 

January  to  March  

27 

3.22% 

8.10% 

April  to  July  

30 

3-23% 

00 

01 

August  to  December  

3-63% 

8-73% 

In  comparison  with  last  year,  the  Seasonal  Variations  in  milk 
quality  show  a decrease  in  both  fat  and  solids  not  fat,  for  the  first  two 
periods. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  this  decrease  was  entirely  due  to 
the  milk  supply  from  one  dairy,  where  there  was  a breakdown  in  the 
apparatus  used  in  the  treatment  of  milk. 


As  soon  as  the  mechanism  was,  put  in  goo,di  working  order,  the 
quality  ol  the  milk  was  restored.  This  restoration  being  shown  in  the 
average  quality  results  lor  the  final  period  of  the  year. 


SCHEDULE  OE  AUiMlNISTRA  TIVE  AC  TION  TAKEN  IN 
REGARD  TO  SAMPLES  CERTIFIED  TO  BE  ‘NOT  GENUINE. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  ADMINISTRATIVE  ACTION  TAKEN  IN  REGARD 
TO  SAMPLES  CERTIFIED  TO  BE  “NOT  GENUINE.”  —Continued. 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACT. 

Two  samples  of  Ragj  Flock  were  submitted  for  examination  and 
proved  to  contain  15  and  18  parts  per  100,000  parts  of  chlorine  respect- 
ively. These  results  were'  satisfactory  as  the  permitted)  limit  is  30  parts 
per  100,000  parts. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS. 


The  following-  licences  were  issued  for  1945  : — 

(1)  Producers’  Licences — Accredite,d  Milk  8 

(2)  Pasteuriser’s  Licence  i 

(3)  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell 

(a)  T.T.  Milk  I 

(b)  Accredited  Milk  3 

(4)  Dealers’  Licences  to  sell 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  3 

(b)  Accredited  Milk  2 

(c)  Pasteurised  Milk  2 


; EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS. 

I Fifty-two  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Chester  Royal 

' Infirmary  (Pathological  Department)  for  examination  for  the  presence 

* of  bovine  tuberculosis.  Four  or  7.6  per  cent,  of  these  proved  to  be 

I positive.  The  aifected  animals^  belonged  to  farms  within  the  City.  They 
were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Animal 
HealtH  Division)  and  by  the  close  of  the  year  we  had  received  intimat- 
r ion  that  the  affected  herds  were  free  from  tuberculosis. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  MILK  SAMPLES. 

1 Ninety-seven  1(97)  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  and  submitted 

I to  bacteriological  examination. 

! The  following  statement  sets  out  the  results  obtained'  in  the 

various  classes  of  milk. 


Class  of  Milk. 

No.  of 
Samples 

Appropriate  Tests 

No.  of  Samples. 
Passed  Failed 

Pasteurised 

61 

Plate  count 
Phospatase 
Methylene  Blue 

6t  — 

56  5 

61  — 

Tuberculin  Tested 

D' 

Methylene  Blue 
Coliform  Bacilli 

i6  I 

15  2 

Accredited 

10 

Methylene  Blue 
Coliform  Bacilli 

10  — 

10  — 

Undesignated 

9 

Methylene  Blue 
Coliform  Bacilli 

7 2 

9 — 

i 
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Note:  (a)  The  ‘phosphatase’  test  denotes  effective  pasteurisation. 

(b)  TJie  ‘Methylene  Hlue’  test  applied  to  milk,  assesses  its 
keeping'  qualities. 

(c)  The  presence  of  coliform  bacilli  indicated  faecal  contamin- 

ation of  the  milk. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1923. 

There  were  9 ‘renewals’  of  Slaughtering  Licences  issued. 


SLAUGHTERING  IN' THE  CITY. 


During  the  y<jeiar  the  following  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the 
Public  Abattoir,  Queen  Street,  Chester. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 


3447 

5176 

13453 

612 


22688 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

For  the  purposes  of  food  inspection  the  following  visits  were 
made: — (a)  Butchers’  Shops,  731;  (b)  'Fishmongers’  Shops,  615; 
(c)  Other  food  shops,  stores,  stalls,  etc.,  2555.  Total,  3901. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  ig.is. 


Article. 


*BEKF. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 


Quarters  ... 


VEAL. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 


1 1 


No. 


>37 
2 1 
I I 
0 
3 

2 

I 

6i 

3 


Reason  for  condemnation. 


Generalised  tuberculosis 
Oedema  and  emaciation 
Septicaemia 
Febrility 

Localised  tuberculosis  and 

emaciation 

Johnes  disease  and  emaciation 
Uraemia 

Localised  tuberculosis 
Extensive  contusion 


'7 

4 

2 

2 


Febrility 

Generalised  tuberculosis 
Septicaemia 
Umbilical  pyaemia 
Oedema 


MUTTON. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 


PORK. 

Whole  carcases  and  offal 

f » II  • 

VISCERA,  &c.  (lbs). 

.MISCELLANEOUS. 

Oats  |(lbs.) 

Flour  (lbs.) 

Flour  (lbs.) 

Flour  (lbs.) 

Oatmeal  (lbs.) 

Rice  (lbs.) 

Pea  Flour  (lbs.) 

Semc)lina  (lbs.) 

Macaroni  (lbs.)  ... 

Barley  Kernels  (lbs) 

Syrup  former  (lbs.) 

Hominy  Grits  (lbs.) 

P'rusina  Thickener  (lbs.)... 
Wheta  .Supreme  (lbs.) 

Dessert  Powder  (lbs.) 

Pudding  Powder  (lbs.) 

Egg  Substitute  Powder  (lbs.) 
Prunes  (lbs.) 

Dates  (lbs.) 

Raisins  (lbs.) 

Figs  (lbs.) 

.Sultanas  (lbs.) 

Dried  Peaches  (lbs.) 

Dried  Apricots  (lbs.) 

Oranges  (lbs.) 

Cauliflowers  (lbs.) 

Brown  Beans  (lbs.) 

.American  White  Beans  (lbs.) 


i8 

4 

3 


Oedema 

Septicaemia 

.Suffocation 

Febrility 


6 

2 


Generalised  tuberculosis 
Febrility 


52124 


Localised  T.B.,  phrasitic 

and  other  conditions 


>595 

>51 

95 

>9 

186 

4> 

60 

492 

>76 

140 

28 

50 

70 

2 I 
5« 
93' 
196 
too 
>963 
>3> 
7f> 
60 

75 

4 

>.15 

420 

836 

77 


.Soiled  by  Mice,  Weevil,  etc. 

Soiled  by  Mice 

Damp 

Damaged  by  fish  oil 
Mice,  damp,  etc 
Weevil 
Moth 

Moth,  Mice,  soiled  in  transit, 

etc. 

Moth 

Weevil 

Weevil 

Soiled  by  mice 
.Soiled  by  mice 
Decomposition 
Moth,  mites 

Mites,  Mice,  damp,  etc. 

Miles 

Decomposed 
Decomposed 
Decomposed 
Decomposed 
Decomposed 
Decomposed 
Decomposed 
Decomposed 
Decomposetl 
Moth,  Weevil,  etc. 

Weevil 
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UNSOUND  P’OOD,  1945— Continued. 


.'Article. 

No. 

Reason  for  condemnation. 

.Split  Peas  (lbs.)  ... 

Damp,  aged 

Dried  Peas  (lbs.) 

760 

-Moth,  aged,  weevil,  etc. 

Lentils  (lbs.) 

45 

Moth,  Mice,  etc. 

Cress  (lbs.) 

■56 

1 DecomposSlSon 

Imported  Beef  (lbs.) 

299 

Bone  taint 

.Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat  (lbs.)  .. 

57f> 

Decomposition 

Corned  Beef  (lbs.)  • 

2046 

Tins  blown,  etc. 

Meat  Pies  (lbs.)  ... 

)53 

Decomposition 

Pressed  Beef  (lbs.) 

1 1 

Decomposition 

Rabbits  (lbs.) 

30 

Decomposition 

Lard  (lbs.) 

5 

Soiled  in  transit 

Sugar  (lbs.) 

32 

Mice,  soiled  in  transit 

Cheese  (lbs.) 

28 

Decomposed 

lea  ((lbs.) 

120 

Soiled  by  fish  oil 

Biscuits  (lbs.) 

61 

Damp,  mice  and  weevil 

Slab  Cake  (lbs.)  ... 

50 

Soiled  in  transit 

Mustard  (lbs.) 

16 

Damp 

Orange  Juice  (gals.) 

‘7 

Fermented 

Condensed  Milk  (tins) 

'073 

Blown,  etc. 

bish,  veg.  soups,  meat  etc.  (tins) 

4762 

Blown,  etc. 

Kippers  (lbs.) 

1008 

Decomposed 

Coallish  (lbs.) 

70 

Decomposed 

Cod  (lbs.) 

56 

Decomposed 

Salmon  (lbs.) 

6 

Decomposed 

Mixed  Fish  (lbs.)  ... 

169 

Decomposed 

Herrings  (lbs.) 

1 10 

Decomposed 

Smoked  fillets  (lbs.) 

70 

Decomposed 

Trout  (lbs.)  ...  

40 

Decomposed 

Mackerel  (lbs.) 

840 

Decomposed 

1- ish  Cakes  and  Mixture  (lbs.) 

68 

Decomposed 

Cockles  (lbs*.) 

6 

Decomposed 

Wood  Pigeons  (lbs.) 

30 

Decomposed 

*Note Included  under  these  heading's  were  “Casualty  beasts”,  “Sale 
Rejects  ’ and  cattle  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 


Total  estimated  weight  of  food  condemned  during-  year — 86  tons  4 cwts. 


